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Many Japanese political scientists have been abroad for study during sabbatical years or 
as graduate students. Some may aim to study a destination country by visiting archives 
or having interviews with politicians. Others may wish to study the political science of 
the destination country by talking with and observing scholars there. But after they 
return to Japan, they rarely continue engagement in political science in the countries 
that they have done their studies in. One reason may be that their work is done in 
Japanese, making it unable to be read by foreign scholars. I’m afraid their attitude is 
unproductive and inconsistent. 
 
Excellent research of a country delivers not so much new information as it does new 
insight to the local scholars. That’s why, for example, Japanese read books on Japanese 
politics by American political scientists and Americans read Tocqueville. If Japanese 
visitors do obtain such findings, it should be worth sharing with local political scientists. 
Or, if Japanese researchers derive new theory from the political science of the host 
country, reporting it in that country would be a good test and a contribution to the local 
discipline. Thus, it is more productive for Japanese political scientists to present their 
arguments in the language of the host country so that scholars in that country can 
understand and discuss it. 
 
Study of Japan by Japanese scholars may be an exception, because the language used by 
both the researchers and the political community being studied, is of course, Japanese. 
Japanese scholars would then obviously show their argument to Japanese people in 
Japanese, even if the research is conducted in an outside country.  But, as long as their 
research is worth knowing, it is desirable that they also present their idea in the 
language of the host country that they are studying in.  Some Japanese criticize that 
foreign analysts of Japan don’t fully understand Japanese politics. If so, why do those 
Japanese scholars go abroad to study Japan by observing these foreign researchers? A 
typical excuse is to learn new ways to look at Japanese politics from the outside or to 
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examine materials (diplomatic) that exist in other countries. In that case as well, it 
should be worth presenting their findings to the political science community in the 
destination country. 
 
This is not to say that political science abroad is always superior to Japanese political 
science. Nor, the opposite is true, either. That said, the quality of articles which appear, 
for example, in English journals is more likely to be guaranteed than those articles in 
Japanese journals because it is necessary to persuade more colleagues to strive harder to 
publish their papers in the American political science community. If a scholar thinks 
that foreign countries have nothing to do with their work, why then do they go abroad in 
the first place? They are inconsistent. 


