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Research Institute for
Oriental Cultures
GAKUSHUIN
UNIVERSITY

The Research Institute for Oriental Cul-
tures was established in 1952 in accordance
with the spirit of Yoshishige Abe, a former
president of Gakushuin University, who be-
lieved that studying the Orient with new ide-
als and wider visions is one of the most impor-
tant tasks for not only the Japanese but also all
of humankind. Since then, the institute has
been acting as a centre of East Asian studies
for 55 years. The institute is currently con-
ducting research on East Asia, mainly Korea
and China.

[Project Research]

Internal research staff members as well as
external specialists participate in this project
as researchers and guest researchers while
performing their respective project research-
es. In addition to general research projects
that conventionally study history, ideology,
politics, law or education in East Asia, we also
engage in Gakushuin University’s Oriental
Cultures Archive Project, in which we study
Chinese classics and Korean materials in the
possession of Gakushuin University. Many
postgraduate students participate in these re-
search activities.

[Publications]

The institute annually issues a scholarly
journal, the ‘Journal of Asian Cultures’. This
journal covers not only the research works of
the institute but also the latest, eminent East
Asian researches carried out by external re-
searchers. The institute also issues 52 titles of
‘Occasional Papers’ that cover research
works related to the institute’s previous proj-
ects. In 2005, we started publishing ‘A Series
of Gakushuin University Asian Culture Stud-
ies’ in order to widely publicise the project’s
findings. Further, in 2007, we published a re-
search titled ‘History and environment of the
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Yellow River downstream region: Road to the
civilization of the East Asian ocean’ (written
by Kazuyuki Tsuruma). Furthermore, we
have reprinted an issue of “The Annals of the
Choson Dynasty’, which is one of the main his-
torical sources regarding Korean history, and
‘Samguk Sagi’/‘Samguk Yusa’.

[Lectures]

The institute holds lectures on ‘Oriental
Culture’ thrice annually. Recently, we con-
ducted sessions on the ‘Current State of Asian
Laws’ and ‘Talking about East Asian Studies’.

[International Exchange]

In recent times, we are putting in efforts to-
wards international exchange programmes
for academic research on East Asia. In 2006,
we invited a researcher from Harvard Uni-
versity and held an international symposium
titled ‘Frontier of the east Asian study’.

[Collections]

At present, we hold approximately 30, 000
books and materials regarding East Asia. In
particular, the ‘Yuho Collection’ is a very im-
portant collection related to the Government-
General of Korea. Moreover, we also possess
various materials that are useful in studying
the history and culture of East Asia. These
materials include the ‘Isono Collection’ (which
comprises pictures, postcards and materials
related to Mongolia), a faded copy of Gwang-
gaetowang and documents related to the ru-
ral community of the Silla kingdom. In addi-
tion to these, we have abundant electronic
data, such as the China National Knowledge
Infrastructure Database and the ‘SiKuQuanS-
hu’ CD-ROM. Moreover, interested research-
ers can avail of dictionaries and encyclopaedi-
as that are useful for studying East Asia; these
are located in a referee room.

[Contact]

Research Institute for Oriental Cultures
Gakushuin University

1-5-1 Mejiro, Toshima-ku,

Tokyo 171- 8588 JAPAN

Phone : +81-3-3986-0221 Ex. 6360
FAX : +81-3-5992-1021

E-malil : ori-off@gakushuin.ac.jp
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