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Kamakura Bakufu and Ryoto Tetsuritsu

— About of the document of Grand Emperor Suko in November, Ou’an 3, contained in the diary of Emperor Go-Kogon

KOMATSU, Toshiya

This paper examines when Ryoto Tetsuritsu (the alternative succession of the Imperial line) began after the death of
Grand Emperor Go-Saga, and what caused it. As a material for the examination, I used the document of Grand Emperor
Suko in November, Ou’an 3, contained in the diary of Emperor Go-Kogon. Furthermore, I considered the relationship
between Emperor Go-Daigo’s raising of an army and the split of the Daikakuji Imperial line. This is because it is said to

be closely related to the Imperial succession issue.

I confirmed the validity of this historical material through an examination of the situation in Ou’an 3. I also considered
the meaning of each of the documents mentioned in it. The Jimyoin Imperial line traditionally insisted that the successor
to the throne must be descended from the elder brother among members of the Imperial family, and it can be inferred that
the Bakufu accepted this claim. However, after that, Kuniyoshi of the Daikakuji line became a relative of the shogun
family of the Kamakura Bakufu through the strategy of the Grand Emperor Go-Uda. As a result, the Bakufu had to give
preferential treatment not only to the elder brother Jimyoin line but also to the younger brother Daikakuji line among the
two Imperial lines. In this way, the policy of Ryoto Tetsuritsu was established. However, Go-Daigo, who also belonged to

the Daikakuji line, was at a disadvantage because he had no kinship with the shogun family. Go-Daigo and Kuniyoshi
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were on bad terms, so the Daikakuji line split. Go-Daigo raised an army immediately after the Bakufu supported
Kuniyoshi’s son, Yasuhito.

Based on the above considerations, this paper clarified the causes for Ryoto Tetsuritsu and for Go-Daigo’s raising of an
army. The Bakufu’s stance on the Imperial succession issue was nothing more than makeshift measures. In other words,

the cause of the fall of the Kamakura Bakufu was Ryoto Tetsuritsu and the split of the Daikakuji line.
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